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OUR GRADUATES

Cheryl Mayberry McKissack ’89 has a history of igniting growth by building world-class 
management teams, leading digital transformations, raising capital from investors and 
penetrating multicultural markets.

In her role as CEO of Nia Enterprises, McKissack propels revenue growth with a focus 
on entrepreneurial ventures and start-ups. In the past, she provided essential data to 
refine growth strategies for Fortune 500 firms, including L’Oréal, Mondelez (formerly 
Kraft) and Amtrak. McKissack founded Nia Enterprises, LLC to elevate marketing and 
growth strategies by delivering data-driven insights with an emphasis on multicultural 
audiences, including the African American and Latino communities.

After being recruited as COO and president of digital by the CEO and chairman of the 
board of Johnson Publishing Company (JPC) in 2013, McKissack helped revitalize the 
72-year-old firm by leading digital transformations to spur sales growth. She generated 
increased revenue by implementing and selling a fair-market-price business model. 
She led the transformation of JPC from a print-oriented publisher of the iconic EBONY 
and JET magazines to a multifaceted print, digital and experiential media business 
focused on forging powerful emotional connections between consumers and brands via 
compelling storytelling. McKissack accepted the role of CEO for the newly minted Ebony 
Media Operations after the print and digital media portfolio was acquired by a private 
equity firm in 2016.

McKissack has an exemplary record of board service, and was the first African American 
woman member of the PrivateBank board of directors. During her tenure at PrivateBank, 
she successfully launched the governance program as chair and was vice chair of the 
compensation committee. She currently serves on the board of directors of The Deluxe 
Corporation. In those roles she successfully recruited a more diverse cadre of board 
members to elevate leadership through multiple perspectives. She also serves on several 
nonprofit boards, including the University of Chicago Medical Center, Shedd Aquarium, 
Chicago Library Foundation and the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation.

McKissack earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Seattle University and an 
MBA from the Kellogg School of Management.

CHERYL MAYBERRY McKISSACK ’89
CEO & Founder at Nia Enterprises, LLC

CONVOCATION SPEAKER
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Spirit cords are given to veterans in recognition of their service to this nation.



NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER

QUÆCUMQUE SUNT VERA

Quæcumque sunt vera, 
Proba, justa, mera, 
Omnia haec dona, 
Præbes nobis bona, 
Alma Mater cara, 
Benedicta, clara, 
Celsa in honore 
Nostro et amore! Amen.

Mater O benigna, 
Præstans tu et digna; 
Custos juventutis, 
Fida dux virtutis; 
Gratias agentes, 
Pie reverentes; 
Peni tus amamus 
Deo te mandamus.

LEADER, GRADUATES  
AND GUESTS

Hail to Alma Mater, 
We will sing thy praise forever.

All thy sons and daughters, 
Pledge thee victory and honor.

Alma Mater, praise be thine, 
May thy name forever shine.

Hail to purple, hail to white, 
Hail to thee Northwestern.


