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PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Under Review: 
 

Spillane, J. P., & Hopkins, M., & Sweet, T. (under review). Inter and Intra School 
Instructional Networks: Information Flow and Knowledge Production in Education 
Systems. 

 
Spillane, J. P., & Anderson, L. M. (under review). Instructional policy and school 

administrative practice: Standards and high stakes accountability inside the 
schoolhouse.  

 
Lowenhaupt, R., Spillane, J. P., & Hallett, T. (under review). Changing education policy in 

school practice: 'Accountability talk' inside schools. 
 

In Press :  
 

Hopkins, M., & Spillane, J. P. (In press). Schoolhouse teacher educators: Structuring 
beginning teachers' opportunities to learn about instruction. Journal of Teacher 
Education.  

 
Spillane, J. P., & Anderson, L. M. (in press). The Architecture of Anticipation at the 

Intersection of Individual, Organization, & Institution:  Novices’ Emerging 
Understandings of the Principal Position.  Teachers College Record. 

 
Spillane, James P. (in press). School leadership & management: A foreign perspective. A 

new distribution of roles and responsibilities within the school. The question of leadership: 
Contributions to European thinking. Lyon, France: Ecole Normale Superiure de Lyon. 

 
 
In Preparat ion: 
 

Spillane, J. P., & Mertz, K. (in preparation). Making the Cut:  Becoming Eligible to 
Principal.     

 
Kim, C. M., Frank, K., & Spillane, J. P. (in preparation). The role of teachers’ formal 

positions and social network positions in student classroom assignment: Class 
composition and the social reproduction of inequality. 

 
Spillane, J. P., & Anderson, L. M. (in preparation). Managers of Development. 
 
Spillane, J. P., Hopkins, M., & Sweet, T. (in preparation). Teaching ties: Beliefs, norms, 

and smarts in tie formation.  
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2014 

Spillane, J. P., & Lee, L. C. (2014). Novice school principals’ sense of ultimate 
responsibility: Problems of practice in transitioning to the principal’s office. 
Educational Administration Quarterly, 50(3), 431-465.  

 

2013 

Spillane, J. P., & Hopkins, M. (2013). Organizing for instruction in education systems and 
school organizations: How the subject matters. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 45(6).  

Hopkins, M., Spillane, J. P., Jakopovic, P., & Heaton, R. M. (2013). Infrastructure redesign 
and instructional reform in mathematics: Formal structure and teacher leadership. 
Elementary School Journal, 114(2), 200-224. 

 
Spillane, J. P., & Anderson, L. M. (2013). Administration des écoles, respect des normes 

gouvernementales, et obligation de résultats à forts enjeux: Changement politique 
et pédagogique aux États-Unis. Education et sociétiés, 32(2), 53-73. 

 
Dulude, E., & Spillane, J. P. (2013). The introduction of sense-making when 

implementing education policies: contributions and research opportunities. 
Education et Societes, 1(31), 143-156.  

 
 
2012 

 
Spillane, J. P., Kim, C. M., & Frank, K. A. (2012). Instructional advice and information 

providing and receiving behavior in elementary schools: Exploring tie formation as a 
building block in social capital development. American Educational Research Journal, 
49(6): 1112-1145. 

 
Spillane, J. P., & Kim, C. M. (2012). An Exploratory Analysis of Formal School Leaders’ 

Positioning in Instructional Advice and Information Networks in Elementary Schools. 
American Journal of Education, 119(1), 73-102. 

Spillane, J. P. (2012). Conceptualizing the data-based decision-making phenomena. 
American Journal of Education, 118(2), 113-141. 

Spillane, J. P. (2012). The more things change, the more things stay the same? Education 
and Urban Society, 44(2), 123-127.  

 
Spillane, J. P., & Kenney, A. (2012). School administration in a changing education sector: 

The U.S. experience. Journal of Educational Administration, 50(5),                                      
541-561. 
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2011 

Spillane, J. P., Parise, L. M., & Sherer, J. Z. (2011). Organizational routines as coupling 
mechanisms: policy, school administration, and the technical core. American 
Educational Research Journal, 48(3), 586-620. 

2010 

Spillane, J. P., & Healey, K. (2010). Conceptualizing school leadership and management 
from a distributed perspective. The Elementary School Journal, 111(2). 

Spillane, J. P., & Hunt, B. (2010). Days of their lives: A mixed-methods, descriptive 
analysis of the men and women at work in the principal's office. Journal of Curriculum 
Studies, 42(3), 293-331. 

Spillane, J. P., Pareja, A. S., Dorner, L. M., Barnes, C. A., May, H., Huff, J., Camburn, E. 
(2010). Mixing methods in randomized controlled trials (RCTs): Validation, 
contextualization, triangulation, and control. Educational Assessment, Evaluation and 
Accountability, 22(1), 5-28. 

Camburn, E., Spillane, J. P., & Sebastian, J. (2010). Assessing the utility of a daily log for 
measuring principal leadership practice. Educational Administration Quarterly, 46(5), 
707-737. 

Dorner, L. M., Spillane, J. P., & Pustejovsky, J. (2010). Organizing for instruction: A 
comparative study of public Catholic, charter, and public schools' enactment of 
institutional policy scripts. Journal of Educational Change, 12(1), 71-98.  

Parise, L. M., & Spillane, J. P. (2010). Teacher learning and instructional change: How 
formal and on-the-job learning opportunities predict changes in elementary school 
teachers' instructional practice. Elementary School Journal, 110(3), 323-346. 

Sherer, J. Z., & Spillane, J. P. (2010). Constancy and change in school work practice: 
Exploring the role of organizational routines. Teachers College Record, 113(3). 

2009 

Spillane, J. P., Healey, K., & Parise, L.M. (2009). School leaders' opportunities to learn: A 
descriptive analysis from a distributed perspective. Educational Review, 61(4), 407-432. 

Spillane, J. P., Hunt, B., & Healey, K. (2009). Managing and leading elementary schools: 
Attending to the formal and informal organization. International Studies in Educational 
Administration, 37(1), 5-28. 

Spillane, J. P., White, K. W., & Stephan, J. (2009). School principal expertise: Putting 
expert-aspiring principal differences in problem solving processes to the test. 
Leadership and Policy in Schools, 8(2), 128-151. 
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Spillane, J. P., & Zuberi, A. (2009). Designing and piloting a leadership daily practice log: 
Using logs to study the practice of leadership. Educational Administration Quarterly, 
45(3), 375-423.  

Goldring, E., Huff, J., Spillane, J. P., & Barnes, C. A. (2009). Measuring the learning-
centered leadership expertise of school principals. Leadership and Policy in Schools, 
8(2), 197-228. 

Pitts, V., & Spillane, J. P. (2009). Using social network methods to study school 
leadership. International Journal of Research and Method in Education, 32(2), 185-207. 

Pustejovsky, J., & Spillane, J. P. (2009). Question-order effects in social network name 
generators. Social Networks, 31(4), 221-229. 

Pustejovsky, J., Spillane, J. P., Heaton, R. M., & Lewis, W. J. (2009). Understanding 
teacher leadership in middle school mathematics: A collaborative research effort. 
The Journal of Mathematics and Science: Collaborative Explorations, 11, 19-40. 

2008 

Spillane, J. P. (2008). Policy, politics and the national mathematics advisory panel report: 
Topology, functions, and limits. Educational Researcher, 37(9), 638-644. 

Spillane, J. P., Camburn, E., Pustejovsky, J., Pareja, A. S., & Lewis, G. (2008). Taking a 
distributed perspective: Epistemological and methodological tradeoffs in 
operationalizing the leader-plus aspect. Journal of Educational Administration, 46(2), 
189-213.  

Spillane, J. P., Halverson, R., & Diamond, J. B. (2008). Théorisation du leadership en 
éducation : une analyse en termes de cognition située. Education et Sociétés, 21(1), 
121-149. 

Brenninkmeyer, L., & Spillane, J. P. (2008). Problem-solving processes of expert and 
typical school principals: A quantitative look. School Leadership & Management, 
28(5), 435-468. 

Harris, A., & Spillane, J. P. (2008). Distributed leadership through the looking glass. 
Management in Education, 22(1), 31-34.  

2007 

Spillane, J. P., Camburn, E. M., & Pareja, A. S. (2007). Taking a distributed perspective to 
the school principal's workday. Leadership and Policy in Schools, 6(1), 103-125. 

Spillane, J. P., & Miele, D. B. (2007). Evidence in practice: A framing of the terrain. 
Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, 106(1), 46-73.  

Coldren, A. F., & Spillane, J. P. (2007). Making connections to teaching practice: The role 
of boundary practices in instructional leadership. Educational Policy, 21(2), 369-396. 
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2005 

Spillane, J. P. (2005). Distributed leadership. The Educational Forum, 69(2), 143-150. 

Spillane, J. P. (2005). Primary school leadership practice: How the subject matters. 
School Leadership & Management, 25(4), 383-397.  

Spillane, J. P., & Orlina, E. (2005). Investigating leadership practice: Exploring the 
entailments of taking a distributed perspective. Leadership and Policy in Schools, 4(3), 
157-176. 

Burch, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2005). How subjects matter in district office practice: 
Instructionally relevant policy in urban school district redesign. Journal of Educational 
Change, 6(1), 51-76. 

Loder, T. L., & Spillane, J. P. (2005). Is a principal still a teacher?: US women 
administrators’ accounts of role conflict and role discontinuity School Leadership and 
Management, 25(3), 263-279. 

2004 

Spillane, J. P., Halverson, R., & Diamond, J. B. (2004). Towards a theory of leadership 
practice: A distributed perspective. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 36(1), 3-34.  

Diamond, J. B., Randolph, A., & Spillane, J. P. (2004). Teachers' expectations and sense 
of responsibility for student learning: The importance of race, class, and 
organizational habitus. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 35(1), 75-98. 

Diamond, J. B., & Spillane, J. P. (2004). High stakes accountability in urban elementary 
schools: challenging or reproducing inequality? Teachers College Record, 106(6), 
1145-1176. 

2003 

Spillane, J. P. (2003). Educational leadership. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 
25(4), 343-346. 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., & Jita, L. (2003). Leading instruction: The distribution of 
leadership for instruction. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 35(5), 533-543.  

Spillane, J. P., Hallett, T., & Diamond, J. B. (2003). Forms of capital and the construction 
of leadership: Instructional leadership in urban elementary schools. Sociology of 
Education, 76(1), 1-17.  

Burch, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2003). Elementary school leadership strategies and subject 
matter: Reforming mathematics and literacy instruction. The Elementary School 
Journal, 103(5), 519-535. 
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2002 

Spillane, J. P. (2002). Local theories of teacher change: The pedagogy of district policies 
and programs. Teachers College Record, 104(3), 377-420. 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., Burch, P., Hallett, T., Jita, L., & Zoltners, J. (2002). Managing 
in the middle: School leaders and the enactment of accountability policy. Educational 
Policy, 16(5), 731-762. 

Spillane, J. P., Reiser, B. J., & Reimer, T. (2002). Policy implementation and cognition: 
Reframing and refocusing implementation research. Review of Educational Research, 
72(3), 387-431. 

Spillane, J. P., & Seashore-Louis, K. (2002). School improvement processes and practices: 
Professional learning for building instructional capacity. Yearbook of the National 
Society for the Study of Education, 101(1), 83-104. 

2001 

Drake, C., Spillane, J. P., & Hufferd-Ackles, K. (2001). Storied identities: teacher learning 
and subject-matter context. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 33(1), 1-13. 

Spillane, J. P. (2001). Challenging instruction for "all students": Policy, practitioners, and 
practice. Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, 100(2). 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., Walker, L. J., Halverson, R., & Jita, L. (2001). Urban school 
leadership for elementary science instruction: Identifying and activating resources in 
an undervalued school subject. Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 38(8), 918-
940. 

Spillane, J. P., Halverson, R., & Diamond, J. B. (2001). Investigating school leadership 
practice: A distributed perspective. Educational Researcher, 30(3), 23-28. 

2000 

Spillane, J. P. (2000). Cognition and policy implementation: District policymakers and the 
reform of mathematics education. Cognition and Instruction, 18(2), 141-179. 

Spillane, J. P. (2000). A fifth-grade teacher's reconstruction of mathematics and literacy 
teaching: Exploring interactions among identity, learning, and subject matter. The 
Elementary School Journal, 100(4), 307-330. 

Spillane, J. P., & Callahan, K. A. (2000). Implementing state standards for science 
education: What district policy makers make of the hoopla. Journal of Research in 
Science Teaching, 37(5), 401-425. 

1990’s 

Spillane, J. P. (1999). State and local government relations in the era of standards-based 
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reform: Standards, state policy instruments, and local instructional policy making. 
Educational Policy, 13(4), 546-572. 

Spillane, J. P. (1999). External reform initiatives and teachers' efforts to reconstruct their 
practice: The mediating role of teachers' zones enactment. Journal of Curriculum 
Studies, 31(2), 143-176. 

Spillane, J. P., & Zeuli, J. S. (1999). Reform and teaching: Exploring patterns of practice in 
the context of national and state mathematics reforms. Educational Evaluation and 
Policy Analysis, 21(1), 1-27. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998). State policy and the non-monolithic nature of the local school 
district: Organizational and professional considerations. American Educational 
Research Journal, 35(1), 33-63. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998). A cognitive perspective on the role of the local educational agency 
in implementing instructional policy: Accounting for local variability. Educational 
Administration Quarterly, 34(1), 31-57. 

Spillane, J. P., & Jennings, N. E. (1997). Aligned instructional policy and ambitious 
pedagogy: Exploring instructional reform from the classroom perspective. Teachers 
College Record, 98(3), 449-481. 

Spillane, J. P., & Thompson, C. L. (1997). Reconstructing conceptions of local capacity: 
The local education agency's capacity for ambitious instructional reform. Educational 
Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 19(2), 185-203. 

Spillane, J. P. (1996). School districts matter: Local educational authorities and state 
instructional policy. Educational Policy, 10(1), 63-87. 

Spillane, J. P., Peterson, P. L., Prawat, R. S., Jennings, N. E., & Borman, J. (1996). Exploring 
policy and practice relations: A teaching and learning perspective. Journal of 
Educational Policy, 11(4), 431-440. 

Jennings, N. E., & Spillane, J. P. (1996). State reform and local capacity: Encouraging 
ambitious instruction for all and local decision-making. Journal of Educational Policy, 
11(4), 465-482. 

Cohen, D. K., & Spillane, J. P. (1992). Policy and practice: The relations between 
governance and instruction. Review of Research in Education, 18(3). 
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BOOKS & CHAPTERS 

2013 
 
Spillane, James P. (2013). Distributed leadership. In L. Bell & H. Stevenson (Eds.), 

Organizing Public Education (Vol. 3). London: Sage. 

Spillane, J. P. (2013). The practice of leading and managing teaching in educational 
organisations. In OECD (Ed.), Leadership for 21st century learning: Educational 
research and innovation. Paris: OECD Publishing. 

Spillane, James P. (2013). Diagnosing and designing for schoolhouse practice: 
Educational administration and instructional improvement. In H. J. Malone (Ed.), 
Leading educational change: Global issues, challenges, and lessons on whole-system 
reform (pp. 37-41). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

2011 

Spillane, J. P., & Coldren, A. F. (2011). Diagnosis and design for school improvement. New 
York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

Spillane, J. P. (2011). The Distributed Leadership Studies: A case study of research in 
and for school practice. In W. F. Tate, K. King & C. R. Anderson (Eds.), Disrupting 
tradition: Research and practice pathways in mathematics education (pp. 7-20). 
Reston, VA: National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 

Spillane, J. P., Healey, K., Parise, L. M., & Kenney, A. (2011). A distributed perspective on 
learning leadership: Reframing relations between school leadership and professional 
learning. In J. Robertson & H. S. Timperley (Eds.), Leadership and Learning: Sage. 

2010 

Spillane, J. P. (2010). Educational leadership & management: Taking a distributed 
perspective. In A. M. Moya (Ed.), Organizar y dirigir en la complejidad: Instituciones 
educativas en evolucion (pp. 21-38). Madrid, Spain: Wolters Kluwer Espana. 

Spillane, J. P., Healey, K., & Kim, C. M. (2010). Leading and managing instruction: Using 
social network analysis to explore formal and informal aspects of the elementary 
school organization. In A. J. Daly (Ed.), Social network theory and educational change 
(pp. 129-156). Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press. 

Resnick, L. B., Spillane, J. P., Goldman, P., & Rangel, E. (2010). Implementing innovation: 
From visionary models to everyday practice. In H. Dumont, D. Istance & F. Benavides 
(Eds.), The nature of learning: Using research to inspire practice. France: Organization for 
Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD). 

2009 

Spillane, J. P., Camburn, E., Pustejovsky, J., Pareja, A. S., & Lewis, G. (2009). Taking a 
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distributed perspective in studying school leadership and management: The 
challenge of study operations. In A. Harris (Ed.), Distributed leadership: Different 
perspectives. Dordrecht: Springer Press. 

Spillane, J. P., Gomez, L. M., & Mesler, L. (2009). Notes on reframing the role of 
organizations in policy implementation: Resources for practice, in practice. In G. 
Sykes, B. Schneider & D. N. Plank (Eds.), Handbook of education policy research. New 
York, NY: Routledge. 

2008 

Spillane, J. P. (2008). Engaging practice: School leadership and management from a 
distributed perspective. In M. Fullan & A. Hargreaves (Eds.), Change Wars. 
Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press. 

Spillane, J. P., Camburn, E., & Pareja, A. S. (2008). School principals at work: A 
distributed perspective. In K. Leithwood, B. Mascall & T. Strauss (Eds.), Distributed 
leadership according to the evidence (pp. 87-110). New York: Routledge Press. 

Hayton, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2008). Professional community or communities? School 
subject matter and elementary school teachers' work environments. In J. MacBeath 
& Y. C. Cheng (Eds.), Leadership for learning: International perspectives (pp. 65-79). 
Rotterdam: Sense Publishers. 

2007 

Spillane, J. P., & Diamond, J. B. (Eds.). (2007). Distributed leadership in practice. New 
York: Teachers College Press. 

2006 

Spillane, J. P. (2006). Distributed leadership. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Spillane, J. P., & Burch, P. (2006). The institutional environment and instructional 
practice: Changing patterns of guidance and control in public education. In H.-D. 
Meyer & B. Rowan (Eds.), The new institutionalism in education (pp. 87-102). Albany: 
SUNY Press. 

Spillane, J. P., Reiser, B. J., & Gomez, L. M. (2006). Policy implementation and cognition: 
The role of human, social, and distributed cognition in framing policy 
implementation. In M. Honig (Ed.), New directions in education policy implementation 
(pp. 47-64). Albany: SUNY Press. 

Resnick, L. B., & Spillane, J. P. (2006). From individual learning to organizational designs 
for learning. In L. Verschaffel, F. Dochy, M. Boekaerts & S. Vosniadou (Eds.), 
Instructional psychology: Past, present and future trends: Sixteen essays in honour of Erik 
de Corte (pp. 259-276). Amsterdam: Elsevier Ltd. 
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2005 

Spillane, J. P., Sherer, J., & Coldren, A. F. (2005). Distributed leadership: Leadership 
practice and the situation. In W. K. Hoy & C. G. Miskel (Eds.), Educational leadership 
and reform. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing. 

Stein, M. K., & Spillane, J. P. (2005). What can researchers on educational leadership 
learn from research on teaching? Building a bridge. In W. A. Firestone & C. Riehl 
(Eds.), A new agenda for research in educational leadership (pp. 28-45). New York: 
Teachers College Press. 

2004 

Spillane, J. P. (2004). Standards deviation: How local schools misunderstand policy. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., Sherer, J., & Coldren, A. F. (2004). Distributing Leadership. 
In M. Coles & G. Southworth (Eds.), Developing leadership: Creating the schools of 
tomorrow (pp. 37-49). New York: Open University Press. 

Ear l ier 

Spillane, J. P. (2002). Challenging instruction for "All Students": Policy, practitioners, and 
practice. In S. Fuhrman (Ed.), National society for the study of education yearbook (pp. 
217-241). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002). Schools districts and state standards: district policy-makers' thinking 
about reforming instruction. In A. M. Hightower, M. S. Knapp, J. A. Marsh & M. W. 
McLaughlin (Eds.), School districts and instructional renewal. New York: Teachers 
College Press. 

Spillane, J. P. (1994). How districts mediate between state policy and teachers' practice. 
In R. F. Elmore & S. H. Fuhrman (Eds.), The governance of curriculum. Alexandria, VA: 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

Cohen, D., & Spillane, J. P. (1994). National education indicators and traditions of 
accountability. In OECD (Ed.), Making education count: Developing and using 
international indicators. Paris: Centre for Educational Research and Innovation. 

 

RESEARCHER AND PRACTITIONER JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Spillane, J. P. (2009). Managing to lead: Reframing school leadership and management. 
Phi Delta Kappan, 91(3), 70-73. 

Spillane, J. P. (2009). Leading and managing instruction: Adopting a diagnostic and design 
mindset. Voices in Urban Education, 25, 16-25. 
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SELECTED REPORTS & WORKING PAPERS 

Spillane, J. P., Parise, L. M., Croegaert, C., & Sherer, J. Z. (2009). Coupling administrative 
practice with the technical core and external regulation: The role of organizational 
routines. Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy Research. 

Hayton, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2005). Professional community or communities? School subject 
matter and elementary school teachers' work environments. Evanston, IL: Institute for 
Policy Research. 

Spillane, J. P., & Burch, P. (2003). Policy, administration, and instructional practice: "Loose 
coupling" revisited (Working Paper). Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy Research. 

Diamond, J. B., & Spillane, J. P. (2002). High stakes accountability in urban elementary 
schools: Challenging or reproducing inequality? (Working Paper). Evanston, IL: Institute 
for Policy Research. 

Spillane, J. P., Hallett, T., & Diamond, J. B. (2001). Exploring the construction of leadership 
for instruction in urban elementary schools: leadership as symbolic power (Working 
paper). Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy Research. 

Spillane, J. P. (2000). District leaders' perceptions of teacher learning (Working paper). 
Philadelphia, PA: Consortium for Policy Research in Education. 

Spillane, J. P., Halverson, R., & Diamond, J. B. (1999). Distributed leadership: Toward a 
theory of school leadership practice (Working Paper). Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy 
Research. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998). Challenging academic content for "All Students"?: Policy, practitioners, 
and classroom practice (Working Paper). Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy Research. 

Spillane, J. P., Thompson, C. L., Lubienski, C., Jita, L., & Reimann, C. B. (1995). The local 
government policy system affecting mathematics and science education in Michigan: 
Lesson from nine school districts. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University College 
of Education/Michigan Statewide Systemic Initiative. 

Thompson, C. L., Spillane, J. P., & Cohen, D. (1994). The state policy system affecting 
science and mathematics education in Michigan. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State 
University. 
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SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS 

2013 

Spillane, J. P. (2013, September). Leading and Managing Classroom Teaching: The Role of 
System and School Infrastructure Design in Transforming Administrative Practice. 
Presentation given at ECER Conference, European Educational Research 
Association. Istanbul, Turkey. 

Spillane, J. P. (2013, April). An Exploratory Analysis of Formal School Leaders’ Positioning in 
Instructional Advice and Information Networks in Elementary Schools. Paper presented 
at the 2013 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San 
Francisco, CA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2013, May). Organizing for Instruction in Schools: Infrastructure, Work Practice, 
& the Technical Core of Schooling. Presentation given at Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

2012 

Spillane, J. P. (2012, September). Becoming A School Principal In A Pluralistic Institutional 
Environment: Embracing And Managing ‘Multiple Professional Selves’. Presentation 
given at ECER Conference, European Educational Research Association. Cadiz, 
Spain. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2012, August). Becoming 'Professionals' in a Pluralistic Institutional 

Environment. Presentation given at Academy of Management Annual Conference.  
Boston, MA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2012, April). Data in practice: Conceptualizing the data-based decision-
making phenomena. Paper presented at the 2012 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, Vancouver, Canada. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2012, April). School administration in a changing U.S. policy environment: 

Formal structures and leadership practice. Paper presented at the The Issue of 
Leadership, Lyon, France. 

 

2011 
 
Spillane, J. P., & Lowenhaupt, R. (2011, September). Urban school leadership and 

government accountability: Rhetorical moves and social tactics. Paper presented at the 
EERA Annual Conference. Berlin, Germany. 

2008 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, March). Using qualitative methodologies and mixed-method analysis 
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techniques to study change in principal expertise: The promises and the problems. Paper 
presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association. New York, NY. 

Spillane, J. P., & Hunt, B. (2008, March). Schools principals' work practice: Days of their 
lives. Paper presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association. New York, NY. 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, September). A distributed perspective on leadership and management. 
Paper presented at the European Conference on Educational Research, European 
Educational Research Association. Göteborg, Sweden.  

Goldring, E., Camburn, E., Huff, J., & Spillane, J. P. (2008, March). Assessing mediating 
relationships in randomized experiments with school principals. Paper presented at the 
Annual Conference of the Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness. 
Crystal City, VA. 

Goldring, E., Huff, J., Pareja, A. S., & Spillane, J. P. (2008, March). Measuring principals' 
content knowledge of learning-centered leadership. Paper presented at the 2008 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. New York, NY. 

2007 

Spillane, J. P. (2007, April). Alternative perspectives on distributed leadership. Paper 
presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association. Chicago, IL. 

Spillane, J. P. (2007, April). The co-performance of leadership work in K-12 schools: 
Examining patterns of responsibility for leadership routines. Paper presented at the 
2007 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Chicago, 
IL. 

Spillane, J. P. (2007, April). Using mixed methods in randomized trials on principal 
development: Epistemological and methodological considerations. Paper presented at 
the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. 
Chicago, IL.  

Spillane, J. P. (2007, August). Organizational routines and school-level efforts to establish 
tight coupling: Changing policy, changing work practice. Paper presented at the 12th 
Biennial Conference for Research on Learning and Instruction. Budapest, Hungary. 

2006 

Spillane, J. P. (2006, April). Leadership for teaching and learning: Managing the challenge 
with a distributed perspective on school leadership. Paper presented at the 2006 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. San Francisco, 
CA.  
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Spillane, J. P. (2006, April). The measurement of leadership practice for instructional 
improvement. Paper presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. San Francisco, CA. 

Camburn, E., Spillane, J. P., & Sebastian, J. (2006, April). Measuring principal practice: 
Results from two promising measurement strategies. Paper presented at the 2006 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. San Francisco, 
CA.  

Spillane, J. P. (2006, September). The practice of leading and managing. Paper presented 
at the European Educational Research Association Annual Conference. Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Spillane, J. P., & Camburn, E. M. (2006, September). Taking a distributed perspective to 
the school principal's workday. Paper presented at the European Educational 
Research Association Annual Meeting. Geneva, Switzerland. 

Spillane, J. P., Camburn, E. M., & Pareja, A. S. (2006, November). Taking a distributed 
perspective in measuring school leadership and management. Paper presented at the 
UCEA Annual Conference. San Antonio, TX. 

2005 

Spillane, J. P. (2005, April). Distributed leadership: Mapping the known, charting an 
exploration of the unknown. Paper presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association. Montreal, Canada. 

Burch, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2005, April). How subjects matter in district office practice: 
Instructionally relevant policy in urban district redesign. Paper presented at the 2005 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Montreal, 
Canada.  

Hayton, P., & Spillane, J. P. (2005, April). Elementary school teachers' professional 
community: How the subject matters. Paper presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of 
the American Educational Research Association. Montreal, Canada. 

2004 

Spillane, J. P., Benz, E. T., & Mandel, E. (2004, April). The stories schools live by: A 
preliminary exploration of organizational identity as story. Paper presented at the 2004 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. San Diego, CA. 

Spillane, J. P., & Sherer, J. (2004, April). A distributed perspective on school leadership: 
Leadership practice as stretched over people and place. Paper presented at the 2004 
Annual Meeting of the American Research Association. San Diego, CA. 

Brenninkmeyer, L., & Spillane, J. P. (2004, April). Instructional leadership: How expertise 
and subject matter influence problem solving strategy. Paper presented at the 2004 
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American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting. San Diego, CA. 

Brenninkmeyer, L., Sherin, B. L., & Spillane, J. P. (2004, June). Representing a problem 
space: Towards a deeper understanding of the practice of instructional leadership. Paper 
presented at the 6th International Conference on Learning Sciences. Santa Monica, 
CA. 

2002 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, April). Cognition and implementation: Retrospective and prospective. 
Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the American Educational Research 
Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, April). Studying school instructional leadership: What's situativity theory 
got to do with it? Paper presented at the 2002 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P., & Louis, K. S. (2002, April). The practice of school improvement: Rethinking 
the foundations of educational leadership. Paper presented at the 2002 Annual 
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, June). Investigating school leadership practice: What's situativity theory 
got to offer. Paper presented at the Fifth Conference of the International Society for 
Cultural Research and Activity Theory. Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

2001 

Spillane, J. P. (2001, February). Teaching teachers: District leaders' perceptions on teacher 
learning. Paper presented at the Association of Teacher Educators Annual Meeting. 
New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P., & Burch, P. (2001, April). Leaders' thinking about instructional change: 
Subject matter and instructional leadership. Paper presented at the 2001 Annual 
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Seattle, WA. 

Spillane, J. P., Coldren, A. F., & Diamond, J. B. (2001, April). Knowledge distribution and 
school organization: School leadership and the generation and transfer of knowledge for 
instructional change. Paper presented at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. Seattle, WA. 

Diamond, J. B., & Spillane, J. P. (2001, April). Urban school leadership and classroom 
instruction: Exploring the situated nature of leadership practice. Paper presented at the 
2001 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Seattle, 
WA. 

Spillane, J. P., Hallett, T., & Diamond, J. B. (2001, August). The symbolic nature of power 
and leadership. Paper presented at the American Sociological Association Annual 
Meeting. Anaheim, CA. 
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2000 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., & Jita, L. (2000, April). Leading instruction: The distribution of 
leadership for instruction. Paper presented at the 2000 Annual Meeting of the 
American Education Research Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P., Diamond, J. B., & Hallett, T. (2000, April). Exploring the construction of 
instructional leadership in urban elementary schools: Attributing and deploying authority 
and influence. Paper presented at the 2000 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Diamond, J. B., Randolph, A., & Spillane, J. P. (2000, August). Race, class, and teachers' 
beliefs about students in urban elementary schools: Perception, enactment, and the 
duality of structure. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association. Washington, D.C. 

Spillane, J. P., & Diamond, J. B. (2000, November). Managing in the middle: School 
managers and the enactment of district accountability mechanisms. Paper presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the Association of Public Policy Analysis & Management. 
Seattle, WA. 

1999 

Spillane, J. P., Halverson, R., & Diamond, J. B. (1999, April). Towards a theory of school 
leadership practice: Implications of a distributed perspective. Paper presented at the 
1999 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Montreal, 
Canada.  

Spillane, J. P., & Diamond, J. B. (1999, November). Leadership practice: A distributed 
perspective. Paper presented at the University Council on Educational 
Administration. Minneapolis, MN. 

1998 

Spillane, J. P. (1998, April). Standards: Lessons learned and a research agenda. Paper 
presented at the Annual Conference of the American Educational Research 
Association. San Diego, CA. 

Spillane, J. P., & Halverson, R. (1998, April). Examining the role of local instructional 
leaders in the implementation of state and national standards: Lessons learned and a 
research agenda. Paper presented at the 1998 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. San Diego, CA. 

Jennings, N. E., & Spillane, J. P. (1998, April). Exploring instructional dilemmas in realizing 
ideal practice. Paper presented at the 1998 Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. San Diego, CA. 
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1997 

Spillane, J. P. (1997, April). Standards based reform: What local policy makers make of the 
hoopla. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association. Chicago, IL. 

Spillane, J. P., & Zeuli, J. S. (1997, April). The mathematics reforms: Mapping the progress 
of reform and multiple contexts of influence. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association. Chicago, IL. 

Spillane, J. P. (1997, October). The interplay of accountability and capacity in teachers' 
attempts to reconstruct the core technology o schools. Paper presented at the 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Annual Fall Conference.  

1996 

Spillane, J. P., & Thompson, C. L. (1996, April). Local capacity for reforming mathematics 
and science education: Local educational authorities' resources for instructional change. 
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association. New York, NY. 

Jennings, N. E., & Spillane, J. P. (1996, April). Decentralized authority and teacher beliefs: 
Revising Title I. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association. New York, NY. 

1995 

Spillane, J. P. (1995, April). Constructing an ambitious pedagogy in fifth grade: The 
mathematics and literacy divide. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association. San Francisco, CA. 

Jennings, N. E., & Spillane, J. P. (1995, April). Local agendas and state reform: Enactment is 
in the eye of the beholder. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association. San Francisco, CA.  

1994 

Jennings, N. E., Spillane, J. P., & Borman, J. (1994, April). Basic skills to ambitious teaching. 
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association. New Orleans, LA. 

Spillane, J. P. (1994, October). The response of local educational authorities: Multiple 
reading of state policy. Paper presented at the Association for Public Policy Analysis 
and Management Annual Fall Conference. Washington, D.C. 

1993 

Spillane, J. P. (1993, October). District mediation between state instructional policy and 
teacher's practice. Paper presented at the Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
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Management Annual Fall Conference. Denver, CO. 

Spillane, J. P., Jennings, N. E., & Grant, S. G. (1993, December). Implementing state 
reading policy: The paradox of constructing meaning. Paper presented at the National 
Reading Conference. Charleston, SC 

 

SELECTED INVITED TALKS AND WORKSHOPS 

2014 
 

Spillane, J. P. (2014, July). Diagnosing and Designing Organizational Infrastructure: Using 
a Distributed Perspective. Presentation given at the Rice Education 
Entrepreneurship Program, Jones Graduate School of Management, Rice University. 
Houston, Texas. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2014, May). Policy & Practice: Implementation, Infrastructure, & 

Instruction. Presentation given at the Curry Research Lectureship Series, Curry 
School of Education, University of Virginia. Charlottesville, VA. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2014, March). Government Policy, School Administration, & Teaching: 

Policy Implementation and Infrastructure. Presentation given at Belgian Association 
of Educational Researchers Seminar. Fondation Universitaire, Brussels. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2014, March). Leading & Managing Instruction in Education Organizations 

and Systems: A Distributed Perspective. Presentation given at the Conference for 
the Development of Pedagogical Leadership in the “Décolâge!” Community. 
Ministry of Education and CERI/OECD, Belgium. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2014, March). Leadership in 3-D: Diagnosis and Design from a Distributed 

Perspective. Leadership Symposum 2014: Leadership and Trust: Challenges and 
Opportunities for Professional Practice. Presentation given at the National 
University of Ireland, Maynooth. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2014, February). Researching & Developing Organizational Leadership 

(and Management): The Entailments of a Distributed Perspective. Master Class on 
Leadership at the Royal College of Surgeons, Dublin, Ireland. 

Spillane, J. P. (2014, January). The practice of improvement: Designing organizational 
infrastructures for sustainable school and system improvement. Keynote address 
given at International Congress for School Effectiveness and Improvement (ICSEI) 
conference, Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Spillane, J. P. (2014, January). Distributed Leadership. Keynote address at Asia 
Leadership Summit 2014. University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
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2013 
 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2013, December). Leading & Managing Instruction in Education 

Organizations and Systems: A Distributed Perspective. Keynote address at Learning 
Leadership Conference, Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD).  Barcelona, Spain. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2013, March). Rethinking instructional improvement: A distributed 

perspective on school leadership and management. Keynote given at the Institute of 
Educational Leadership at the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2013, March). Distributed Leadership. Closing remarks given at Asia 

Leadership Roundtable, Shanghai, China. 
 
Spillane, J. P. (2013, February). Policy, School Administration and Teaching: Implementation 

and Infrastructure. Keynote address at Math and Science Partnership Program (MSP), 
National Science Foundation.  Washington, D.C. 

2012 
 

Spillane, J. P. (2012, March). Leadership and Learning in Asia Pacific: Challenges in Research 
and Practice. Keynote address at Asia Leadership Roundtable.  Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2012, November). Distributed Leadership: Re- thinking Instructional 

Improvement Practice.  Keynote address at launching ceremony for the Hong Kong 
Principals Institute, Hong Kong. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2012, November). Infrastructure & Practice: Government Policy, School 

Administrative Practice, & Teaching.  Presentation given at the Institute of Education, 
Hong Kong. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2012, November).  Diagnosis and Design for Instructional Improvement: 

Formal Structure & School Work Practice.  Keynote address at the World Association 
of Lesson Studies conference, Singapore. 

2011 
 

Spillane, J. P. (2011, April). Leadership practice for improvement: Cultivating a diagnostic & 
design mindset. Keynote address at New Zealand Principals' Federation Annual 
Meeting, Wellington, NZ. 

 
Spillane, J. P. (2011, September). Networking about instruction in schools: Personal, 

professional, and organizational considerations. Keynote address at the School 
Leadership Symposium. Zug, Switzerland.  
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Spillane, J. P. (2009, July). Distributed leadership: A conceptual tool for diagnosing practice 
and designing for its improvement. Paper presented at the Rice Education 
Entrepreneurship Program, Jones Graduate School of Management, Rice University, 
Houston, TX.  

 

2010 

Spillane, J.P. (2010, March). Policy in Practice: Instruction and the School Administrative 
Infrastructure. Plenary opening session at the National Association of Research on 
Science Teaching. Philadelphia, PA.  

Spillane, J.P. (2010, March). Education Policy and Classroom Practice: Rethinking School 
Administration. Annual Lecture in Leadership at the London Centre for Leadership 
on Learning at the Institute of Education, University of London. London, England.  

Spillane, J. P. (2010, June). A distributed perspective of leadership and management: 
Adopting a diagnostic and design mindset. Presentation at the Cristo Rey Leadership 
Academy in Partnership with the Kellogg Center for Nonprofit Management.  

Spillane, J. P. (2010, September). A distributed perspective on school leadership. 
Presentation to the Philadelphia Archdiocese at the Leadership and Team Building 
Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2010, December). Challenges in Educational Leadership. Keynote 
Presentation at the 11th Annual Congreso Internacional Universitario de 
Organizacion de Instituciones Educativas, Universidad de Castilla la Mancha, Spain. 

2009 

Spillane, J. P. (2009, July). Leading and managing teaching and learning: Adopting a 
diagnostic and design mindset. Presentation at the Creativity and Innovation in 
School Leadership Conference, University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Spillane, J. P. (2009, July). Distributed leadership: A conceptual tool for diagnosing practice 
and designing for its improvement. Presentation at the Rice Education 
Entrepreneurship Program, Jones Graduate School of Management, Rice University. 
Houston, TX. 

Spillane, J. P. (2009, May). Coupling school administrative practice with the technical core 
and with the regulative aspect of the institutional environment: The role of organizational 
routines. Paper presented at the Quels enjeux stategiques pur la mis en oeuvre 
d'une obligation de resultats dan les politiques d'education? at the Institut National 
de Recherche Pédagogique . Lyon, France. 

2008 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, September). Classroom instruction, school administrative practice, and 
government policy: Taking a distributed perspective. Presentation given at the Institute 
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of Education, University of London. London, England. 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, September). Taking a distributed perspective: Framing, methods, and 
findings. Irish National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 25th Anniversary 
conference. Monaghan, Ireland. 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, October). Leading and managing educational change: Engaging the 
challenge in practice. Keynote address. Irish National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment 25th Anniversary conference. Monaghan, Ireland. 

Spillane, J. P. (2008, October). Leading and managing our schools: Taking a distributed 
perspective. Presentation given at University College Cork, National University of 
Ireland. Cork, Ireland. 

2007 

Spillane, J. P. (2007, January). Distributed leadership. Hope Foundation Conference. 
Sedona, AZ. 

Spillane, J. P. (2007, February). Distributed leadership. Hope Foundation Conference. 
Orlando, FL. 

2006 

Spillane, J. P. (2006, October). Managing and leading instruction: Getting to practice. 
Opening address for the Annual Conference of the British Educational Leadership, 
Management, and Administration Society. Birmingham, England. 

Spillane, J. P. (2006, October). The practice of leading and managing; Taking a distributed 
perspective. Paper presented at the University of Pennsylvania School of Education. 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2006, October). The practice of leading and managing: Taking a distributed 
perspective. Paper presented at Educational Testing Services. Princeton, NJ. 

Spillane, J. P. (2006, November). Managing and leading instruction. Paper presented at 
the Institut National de Recherche Pédagogique. Lyon, France. 

2005 

Spillane, J. P. (2005, March). Leadership: New perspectives. Paper presented at East China 
Normal University. Shanghai, China. 

Spillane, J. P. (2005, May). School leadership practice: A structural analysis. Paper 
presentated at the Institut National de Recherche Pédagogique. Lyon, France. 

Spillane, J. P. (2005, July). Distributed leadership. Paper presentated at the National 
College of School Leadership. Nottingham, England. 
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2004 

Spillane, J. P. (2004, January). Data in practice: Local school systems and data about 
instruction. Paper presented at the U.S.-French Education Policy Forum at the 
University of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, PA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2004, March). Policy in practice: Where the rubber meets the road. Paper 
presented at the Symposium on Education Finance and Organizational Structure in 
New York State Schools. Albany, NY. 

Spillane, J. P. (2004, June). Distributed leadership. Keynote Address at the First 
International Summit on Leadership in Education. Pretoria, South Africa.  

Spillane, J. P. (2004, December). School leadership in practice: A distributed perspective. 
Paper presented at the Gerald Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan. 
Ann Arbor, MI. 

2003 

Spillane, J. P. (2003, March). Why school reform often fails: Lofty goals, meager outcomes. 
Fulbright lecture, Victoria University of Wellington. Wellington, New Zealand. 

Spillane, J. P. (2003, March). Distributed leadership in practice: Leading instruction. Paper 
presented at the New Zealand Ministry of Education. Wellington, New Zealand. 

Spillane, J. P. (2003, March). Reframing research on school leadership: A distributed 
perspective. Paper presented at the New Zealand Council for Educational Research. 
Wellington, New Zealand. 

Spillane, J. P. (2003, March). (Re)Framing school leadership: A distributed perspective on the 
practice of leading schools. Paper presented at Auckland University. Auckland, New 
Zealand. 

Spillane, J. P. (2003, August). Assessment and curricular tools in practice. Paper presented 
at the U.S.-Australia Education Policy Forum on Leading Learning in an Age of 
Accountability. Melbourne, Australia. 

2002 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, January). Distributed leadership: Leadership for instructional 
improvement. Paper presented at the National Commission for Education and the 
Economy Conference. Anaheim, CA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, February). Distributed leadership: Leadership for instruction. Paper 
presented at the American Association of School Administrators Annual 
Conference. San Diego, CA. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, August). Distributed leadership: Implications for school leadership. 
Paper presented to the Chicago Principal's Association. Chicago, IL. 



James P. Spillane 
7/14 

 - Page 24 - 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, October). School leadership and instructional improvement: A 
distributed perspective on leadership in practice. Paper presented at the Learning from 
Best Practice Worldwide Conference at the National College for School 
Leadership. Nottingham, England. 

Spillane, J. P. (2002, November). Implementation research: Education and social policy in 
the US. Paper presented at the Institut National de Recherche Pédagogique. Lyon, 
France. 

2001 

Spillane, J. P. (2001, March). Policy implementation and cognition: State education 
standards, local government, and cognition. Paper presented at Peabody College, 
Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 

Spillane, J. P. (2001, September). Doing qualitative data analysis: Notes from the field. 
Paper presented at the Sloan Center, Harris School of Public Policy, University of 
Chicago. Chicago, IL.  

Spillane, J. P., & Diamond, J. B. (2001, September). Distributed leadership. Paper 
presented at the Urban Education Workshop, Consortium for Chicago School 
Research, University of Chicago. Chicago, IL. 

2000 

Spillane, J. P. (2000, April). Implementing instructional policy: Reconstructing educational 
leadership as a distributed practice. Paper presented at the University of Texas. 
Austin, TX. 

1990’s 

Spillane, J. P. (1999, December). Doing whole school reform: A research agenda. 
Presentation at the U.S. Department of Education. Washington, D.C. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998, March). Improving teacher practice: Can policy and peer mentoring 
help teachers do better? Paper presented at the Wisconsin Family Impact Seminar by 
the Center for Excellence in Family Studies, School of Human Ecology, University of 
Wisconsin. Madison, WI. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998, May). Educational reform and the school district. Paper presented at 
the Consortium for Policy Research National Affiliates Meeting. Washington, D.C. 

Spillane, J. P. (1998, October). The cognitive dimension in policy implementation. 
Presentation to the Pew Forum on Standards Based Reform. Pittsburgh, PA. 

Spillane, J. P., & Cohen, D. K. (1997, February). Reform and cognition in Michigan. Paper 
presented at the Policy and Cognition Working Group, Learning Research and 
Development Center, University of Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh, PA. 
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SPONSORED RESEARCH AWARDS 

Principal Investigator: School Principal Preparation, Recruitment, Retention, and Career 
Paths (with Michelle Reininger). The Spencer Foundation, September 2008 – 
August 2011, $510,868. 

Principal Investigator: School Teachers’ Social Networks and Mathematics Instruction. 
The National Science Foundation, sub-contract from the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln Primarily Math Project, December 2009 – November 2014, $790,850. 

Co-Principal Investigator: Interdisciplinary Training for Education Research, Practice and 
Policy (with David Uttal). Institute of Education Sciences Research Training Grant, 
September 2009 – August 2014, $3,633,364. 

Principal Investigator: Distributed Leadership for Middle School Mathematics Education: 
Content Area Leadership Expertise in Practice (with Penelope Peterson, Miriam 
Sherin, Steve Fisher, & Spyros Konstantopoulos). National Science Foundation, 
September 2004 – August 2008, $2,297,008. 

Principal Investigator: Educational Excellence and Equity: Investigating Relations Among 
Institutional Arrangements, Social Networks and Teachers’ Knowledge and 
Motivation. Searle Family Foundation, September 2005 – September 2007, 
$100,000.  

Co-Principal Investigator: Assessing the Impact of Principals' Professional Development: 
An Evaluation of the National Institute for School Leadership. Institute of Education 
Sciences, July 2004 – June 2008, $672,928.  

Principal Investigator: Interdisciplinary Training for Education Research, Practice and 
Policy (with Greg Duncan & Lindsay Chase-Landsdale). Institute of Education 
Sciences Research Training Grant, September 2004 – August 2009, $3,633,364. 

Principal Investigator: Investigating the Practice of School Improvement: Theory, 
Methodology, and Relevance (with Paul Cobb & Anna Sfard). Rockefeller 
Foundation, 2004. 

Co-Principal Investigator: Educational Leadership Collaboratory (with Penelope 
Peterson). Carnegie Corporation of New York, September 2003 – August 2004, 
$273,000. 

Principal Investigator: Distributed Leadership In Partnerships for Improving Mathematics 
and Science Education in Urban Schools (with Penelope Peterson). National 
Science Foundation, October 2003 – September 2004, $268,000.  

Principal Investigator: The Practice of School Leadership and the Improvement of 
Mathematics and Science Instruction in Urban Elementary Schools. National Science 
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Foundation, October 1998 – September 2001, $1, 023, 297.  

Principal Investigator: Improving Instruction and the Practice of School Leadership in 
Urban Elementary Schools:  Subject Matter As Context. Spencer Foundation, 
October 1999 – September 2002, $341,099. 

Co-Principal Investigator: The Living Curriculum Project (with Louis Gomez & Danny 
Edelson). National Science Foundation, $495,777. 

Co-Principal Investigator: Creating and Supporting an Inquiry Culture in High School 
Science (with Brian Reiser). McDonnell Foundation, June 1998 – May 2002, 
$683,108.  

Co-Principal Investigator: Developing a Learn-While-Teaching Mathematics Curriculum: 
Stimulating Teacher Reflection on Student Learning (with Karen Fuson & Miriam 
Sherin). McDonnell Foundation, June 1998 – May 2002 $670,097. 

 
CONSULTANCY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, AWARDS 

Elected to the National Academy of Education, 2013 

Dorothy Ann and Clarence L. Ver Steeg Distinguished Research Fellow, 2013 

International Associate, Robert Owen Centre for Educational Change, University of 
Glasgow, 2013 

Academic Icon, University of Malaya, 2013 

Elected Fellow of the American Educational Research Association (AERA), 2012 

Outstanding Reviewer, American Educational Research Association, 2011 

Senior Research Fellow, Hong Kong Institute of Education, Asia Pacific Centre for 
Leadership and Change, 2009 – 2012. 

Visiting Professor, The Institute of Education, University of London, London, England, 2008 
– 2011.   

Grant Proposal Evaluator, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 
2010. 

Visiting Professor, The Danish School of Education at the University of Aarhus, 
Copenhagen, 2006 – 2009.   

Board Member, National Academy of Sciences Board on Science Education, 2005 – 2006.  

Committee Member, National Academy of Sciences Committee on High School Science 
Laboratories, 2003 – 04.  
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Fulbright Distinguished American Scholar Award, (New Zealand Fulbright Committee), 
March 2003. 

Visiting Scholar, National College for School Leadership, Nottingham, England, June 2003. 

Advisory Board Member, Learning Partnership, MacArthur Foundation, 2002 – 2004. 

Member of Chicago Public School’s Professional Development Steering Committee, 2001-
ongoing. 

Associate Editor, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 2000 – 2003. 

Faculty Affiliate, Joint Center for Poverty Research (University of Chicago and 
Northwestern University). 

Chairperson of Section 5 (Governance and Education Policy) of Division L, 1997 – 1998; 
Chaired Section 6 (Education Policy and Practice) of Division L, 1998 – 1999. 

Co-chair, School of Education and Social Policy, Faculty Search Committee for Learning in 
Organizations Faculty Position, 1998 – 2002. 

Reviewer for:  Spencer Foundation Economic and Social Research Council (United 
Kingdom), Canadian Research Council.   

Consulted with: OECD, The Spencer Foundation, U.S. Institute of Education Sciences, 
Chicago Public Schools, Advisory Panel to National Commission on Educational 
Statistics, Annenberg Institute’s School Communities that Work, National Curriculum 
and Assessment Council of Ireland, MacArthur Foundation, Education Development 
Center (EDC), Michigan Statewide Systemic Initiative, Consortium for Policy Research 
in Education (CPRE), Research for Action (Philadelphia), and Colorado Statewide 
Systemic Initiative. 

Editorial Board Member for: Cognition and Instruction, School Leadership and Management, 
Journal of Research on Science Teaching, Journal of School Leadership, Irish Educational 
Studies, and Leadership & Policy in Schools. 

Manuscript Reviewer for: American Educational Research Journal, Educational Researcher, 
Teachers College Record, Review of Educational Research, Educational Evaluation and 
Policy Analysis, Journal of Research on Science Teaching, Journal of School Leadership, 
School Leadership and Management, Journal of Education Policy, Educational 
Administration Quarterly, International Journal of Management Reviews, Symbolic 
Interaction, Sociology of Education.      
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American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
 
American Sociological Association (ASA) 
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