Innovating Social Change – October 14, 2009

Malissa Burke

The 10th Innovating Social Change Conference is the largest social impact event at the Kellogg School.  The theme of this year’s conference, “Innovation: A Catalyst of Social Change Across Sectors,” will focus on the increasing importance of innovation as a catalyst of social change in the public and private sectors. However, many opportunities to study and discuss the role of innovation remain limited in scope to traditional silos such as microfinance and corporate social responsibility.  Therefore, the student leaders of this year’s conference envision it as an opportunity to innovate the format by bringing speakers from different sectors together to cross-pollinate new approaches to innovating social change. Through focusing on how innovation is taking place in areas such as business design, public-private partnerships, and financing, they also hope to bring more specificity and actionable insight to innovation – a sometimes ambiguous concept as it relates to social change. The goal is for participants to encounter and join structured conversations about innovation as a mechanism for social change and to engage students on the use of policy and business skills to enact that change. 

Business of Healthcare – November 11, 2009

Jennifer Johnson

The Kellogg School of Management is proud to host the 10th Business of Healthcare Conference, “Driving Growth in a Cost Conscious Economy.”  In today’s dynamic and volatile economic environment, successful healthcare companies must innovate their business practices and refine their portfolios amidst growing cost constraints and rapid change.  The conference will focus on ways that individuals in healthcare can deliver value for a variety of stakeholders despite the difficult economy.  Featuring prominent keynote speakers and panelists, the conference will address topics including financing healthcare growth, interactive marketing tools, IT for operational effectiveness for providers, and the economic impact of Obama’s health plan.  The conference promises to be an incredible opportunity for knowledge-sharing, information gathering and a wide breadth of industry networking for Kellogg students, Kellogg alumni, and industry representatives. 

