
CPU INFORMATION SESSION 
 JANUARY 10, 2013 

 
Professor Kathleen Hagerty 
üFirst Chicago Professor in Finance 
üAcademic Director of CPU Certificate in Financial Economics 
 



Agenda 

ÅProgram Goals and Description 

ÅPrerequisites 

ÅCareer Development Services 

ÅJob Placement & Internships 

ÅStudent Statistics 

ÅApplication Process 

ÅCPU Student Panel 

ÅQ&A 

 



Snapshot 

ÅTwo certificates: 

ïFinancial Economics (FE) 

ïManagerial Analytics (MA) 

ÅFour courses in each certificate; Kellogg profs 

ÅSpecialized curriculum: high level quant and 
analytical skills 

ÅFor NU juniors and seniorsς from all schools 

ÅPrerequisites + application required 

 
3 



 
CPU Reasoning 

 
Å/ƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ b¦Ωǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ 

approach 

ÅEmployers interested in new graduates with 
sophisticated quantitative skills 

ÅFresh undergrads more technically prepared 
than many MBA grads.  Does not require work 
experience to master subject matter. 



 
What you Learn 

 

ÅLeverage broad NU education with practical business 
skills and approach 
ïData analysis 
ïModeling skills and applications 
ïDecision-making tools 
ïWorking in teams ς Kellogg culture 

ÅPrepare for jobs where information is collected and 
analyzed to make decisions 
ÅApply the skills to many different fields: finance, 

consulting, non-profits, policy, government, education, 
general management rotations, etc. 
ÅtǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ άƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ 
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Two Certificates Offered 

Financial Economics   

ÅFocuses on: 

ïCorporate finance 

ïCapital markets 

ïSecurities pricing 

ÅCourses: 
ïPrinciples of Finance 

ï Investments 

ïDerivatives 

ïSpecial Topics (currently: 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƛƴŀƴŎŜέύ 

 

 

Managerial Analytics 

Å Focuses on: 
ïBusiness analytics 

ïPlanning and strategy 

ïOperations Management 

Å Courses: 
ïPricing 

ïOperations and Supply Chain 
Strategy 

ïPrinciples of Finance 

ïSpecial Topics (currently 
ά9ƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ aŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƛƴ 
/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ !ƴŀƭȅǘƛŎǎέύ 

 



Hands-on Applications and Skills 

Financial Economics   

Å Valuation tools 

Å Cash flow analysis; financial 
modeling 

Å Security design and valuation 

Å Capital budgeting & allocation 

Å Compare capital structure 
choices 

Å Risk management strategies 

Å Portfolio investment and asset 
management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Managerial Analytics 

Å Analyze trends in business 
practices, products, and 
competition 

Å Model & analyze business 
decisions 

Å Strategy formulation 

Å Operations management 

Å Analyze & optimize supply chain 
design and investment decisions 

Å Analyze pricing strategies and 
decisions 
 



CPU Structure 

Å{ǘŀȅ ƛƴ άƘƻƳŜέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ÅStart program in fall 
(required) 

ÅComplete over one or two 
years (recommend one year) 

ÅTypically proceed through as 
a cohort 

ÅTake MBA courses 

ÅWork in teams  
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Five Prerequisite Areas ς Many Course Options 
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1. Calculus and Linear Algebra   
Å one course sequence 

 

Seven course options (WCAS and McC) 

2. Probability  
Å one course required 

 

Eight options (WCAS and McC) 

3. Econometrics/Statistics   
Å (different for FE and MA)  
Å one sequence required  

 

Å Two options for FE Certificate (in 
WCAS);  

Å Five options for MA Certificate (in 
WCAS and McC) 

4. Microeconomics  
Å one course required 

 

Two options (in WCAS) 

5. Optimization (MA only)  
Å one course required 

 

Three options (in WCAS and McC) 



 
Prerequisite Logistics 

 ÅMost prereqs offered in both WCAS and McC 

ÅOK to apply if still taking pre-reqs in spring or 
summer 

ÅPre-reqs must be completed by fall 

ÅMost CPU pre-reqs have their own pre-reqs, 
so plan ahead 

ÅSometimes allow exceptions 
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Other Program Features 

ÅCPU career development specialist 

ÅStudy group rooms and student lounge 

ÅAttend competitions and other activities  

ÅProfessional Excellence Series 

ÅGrowing alumni network 
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CPU: Easy to Sell to Employers 

 
ÅWell-rounded students from a top university, 

with special Kellogg training 

Å!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ 
math, econ, engineering) 

ÅSophisticated analytical tools and skills, 
including prereq course material 

ÅExperience in practical business applications 

ÅKellogg collaborative approach ς group work 
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CPU Career Development 

Å Preparation 

         Panels 

         Workshops 

  

Å Alumni 

         Panels 

         Networking Mixers 

 

Å Employers 

        Educational Sessions 

        Lunch and Learns 

        Execs in Residence 
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Å Career Exploration & 
Decision-Making 

Å Application Materials 
Development & Review 

Å Industry/Employer 
Research 

Å Job Search Strategy 
Advisement & Planning 

Å Interview Preparation 

Å Offer Decision-Making 

Å Graduate/Professional 
School Support 

 

Career Advising Programming Employer Relations 

Å Advocator 

Å Liaison 

Å Site Visits 

Å Targeted Emails 

Å Specialized Programs 

 

 

 



CPU Specialized Career Resources 
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ANNUAL RESUME BOOK 

Å Distributed to 125+ employer     

      partners 

Å Resume review session is 

      mandatory for inclusion 

Å Final draft must be completed 

      by established deadline  

 

Full-Time Resume Book - 
Distributed to employer partners in 
September 

 

Internship Resume Book  - 
Distributed to employer partners in 
January 

 

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE 

DATABASE 

 

Provides the inside scoop on 
everything internship at particular 
employers 

 

Å Company - Industry 

Å Internship Application 
process 

Å Interview process 

Å Day to day nuts and bolts 

Å Satisfaction 

Å Advice 

 



After CPU ς About 290 alumni 

CPU alumni working around 
the world ƛƴΧ 
ïAsset management consulting  
ïCorporate finance 
ïHedge funds 
ïEngineering 
ï Investment banking 
ïGovernment 
ïMarketing 
ïNon-profit 
ïResearch 
ï Technology 
ïEducation 
ïScience 
ïEnergy 
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Also, graduate school:  
ï Economics 
ï Finance 
ï Law 
ï Medicine 
ï Engineering 

 



Internships, Summer 2012 

Strong placement at major 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƛƴΧΧΧΧΦ 

ï Financial services  
ï Management consulting 
ï Investment banking 
ï Asset management 
ï Corporate development 
ï Engineering 
ï Technology 
ï Manufacturing 
ï Operations 
ï Operations research  
ï Actuarial science 
ï Risk management 
 

All over the globe 
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Student Stats, Enter 2012 

FE: 53 students 
Å Schools 

ï WCAS = 40 
ï McCormick = 11 
ï Communications = 2 

Å Most common majors 
ï Econ, math, MMSS 

Å Year 
ï Sophomore = 1 
ï Juniors = 39 
ï Seniors = 13 
 

 
 
 

 

MA: 47 students 
Å Schools 

ï WCAS = 17 
ï McCormick = 30 

 
Å Most common majors 

ï Econ, IEMS, MMSS 

Å Year 
ï Sophomores = 1 
ï Juniors = 30 
ï Seniors = 16 
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V Applied Math 
V Bio Sci 
V Biomed Eng 
V Chemical Eng 
V Chemistry 
V Comm Studies 

V Comp Eng 
V Electrical Eng 
V Geography 
V History 
V HPME 
V ISP 

V LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘΩƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 
V Mfg & Design Eng 
V Philosophy 
V Physics&Astro 
V Poly Sci 
V Psychology 

V Radio/TV/Film 
V Sociology 
V Statistics 



Application Process  

ÅOnline application form  

ÅEssay:  Discuss current business issue in the 
news (300-400 words) 

ÅOne-page resume 

ÅOne faculty recommendation 

ÅMay only apply to one certificate  

 

 

 



Admission Criteria/Standards 

Decisions based on: 
ïCompletion of prerequisites (can explain if they 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ Ŧŀƭƭύ 

ïWinter grades: Overall and pre-req course GPAs 
ÅFocus on most recent grades 

ÅAccepted students have range of grades 

ÅRequire combined 3.0 average among all prerequisites 
Essay 

ïFaculty recommendation 

Acceptance Rate: between 70-85% 

 



Application Timing 
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App Available: Now 

Apps Due: February 17, 2013 

Decisions made: Late April 



CPU Student Panel 

ÅLuke Chaffin (FE), Moderator 

ÅMasha Bovkun (FE) 

ÅRyan Davis (MA) 

ÅJingwei Lou (MA) 

ÅApril Wang (MA) 



Contact Information 

ÅCertificate Program for Undergraduates 
ïWebsite: kellogg.northwestern.edu/certificate/ 
ïkelloggundergrad@northwestern.edu 
ï847.467.4600 

ÅCarol Henes, Director 
ïc-henes@kellogg.northwestern.edu 
ï847.467.0601 

ÅRachel Taylor, Career Development Specialist 
ïrachel-taylor@northwestern.edu 
ï847.491.2763 
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